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of Mother Africa.

Morgan's "Swinging in Exile" is a powerful, rhythmic, hard-bop tune
that burns hot as North Africa's sirocco winds. Guest Roy McCurdy's
relentless drums and Morgan's roiling piano runs propel the band to a
frenzy. Meanwhile, Lawrence blows with an urgency and insistence
that commands attention to his swinging message.

The always eloquent and insightful reed master David Liebman was
once quoted as saying, with great enthusiasm, that saxophonist Bill
Evans was "playin' a lot of shit." Well, it's clear from one listen to this
CD that Azar Lawrence is also "blowin' a lot of shit." Whether playing
a languid ballad or a hard boppin' blues, Lawrence pours every ounce
of his body and soul into the music.

With all the sadness and loss the jazz community experiences, it is a
medicinal injection of peace and joy to hear Azar Lawrence burning it
up again.

 Discuss

Azar Lawrence at All About Jazz.
Visit Azar Lawrence on the web.

Track listing: Open Sesame; Under Tanzanian Skies; Thokole; Prayer
For My Ancestors; The Baker's Daughter; Swinging in Exile; Ode To
Pharoah; Linda G.

Personnel: Azar Lawrence: tenor and soprano saxophones; Nate
Morgan: piano; Henry "the Skipper" Franklin: bass; Alphonse
Mouzon: drums; Ibrahim Ba: vocals,guitar; Amadu Fall: Kora; Nolan
Shaheed: trumpet; Tony Dumas: bass; Roy McCurdy: drums.

Style: Straight-Ahead/Mainstream/Bop/Hard Bop/Cool
Published: May 02, 2009
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